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TTTHHHIIINNNGGGSSS   TTTOOO   LLLOOOOOOKKK   FFFOOORRR   IIINNN   AAAUUUGGGUUUSSSTTT………   
   

   SSSuuunnndddaaayyy   SSSccchhhoooooolll   RRReeegggiiissstttrrraaatttiiiooonnn   BBBeeegggiiinnnsss   

   

   PPPiiieee   aaannnddd   IIIccceee   CCCrrreeeaaammm   MMMuuusssiiiccc   EEEvvveeennnttt   aaattt   ttthhheee   LLLeeeDDDuuuccc   

SSSuuunnndddaaayyy,,,   AAAuuuggguuusssttt   111444   

   

   EEEaaarrrlllyyy   LLLeeeaaarrrnnniiinnnggg   CCCeeennnttteeerrr   OOOpppeeennn   HHHooouuussseee      

WWWeeedddnnneeesssdddaaayyy,,,   AAAuuuggguuusssttt   333111   

   

   777ttthhh---888ttthhh---999ttthhh   GGGrrraaadddeee   CCCooonnnfffiiirrrmmmaaatttiiiooonnn   RRReeegggiiissstttrrraaatttiiiooonnn   

aaannnddd   OOOrrriiieeennntttaaatttiiiooonnn   

WWWeeedddnnneeesssdddaaayyy,,,   AAAuuuggguuusssttt   333111   
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"Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father's good 

pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions, and 

give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an 

unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no 

moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will 

be also."                                                     Luke 12:32-34 

 

Anxiety is a big issue for 

many of us and I know of no 

one who enjoys anxious 

feelings. Anxiety is fostered 

by concern over our health, 

our family, our job and our 

financial security. Satan uses 

our anxiety to try and 

convince us that we are 

responsible for getting 

ourselves out of whatever 

mess we’re in. I know that 

when I am gripped by anxiety, it is near impossible for me 

to see a positive outcome and the more I attempt to get 

out of the quagmire of my anxiety, the more it seems I 

only plunge myself in deeper. 

 

Anxiety is really a matter of misplaced trust – trusting 

ourselves instead of trusting God. We find it difficult to 

take God at his Word, trusting that God knows what we 

need. How could a God who at times seems so remote 

know the ordeals we have to suffer on the human scene? 

Because we doubt God and God’s love for us, we build up 

our own “self-sufficient” kingdoms – kingdoms in which 

we are the masters of our destiny. We try to be the 

creators of our own lifestyles and providers of all of our 

desires and needs. 

 

How many times have you or someone you know 

referred to your daily life as “slaving away”? Slaving away is 

perhaps the best description of our life because it aptly 

describes our life before God. We are all enslaved to sin, 

to our evil desires and self-centeredness. We try to earn 

what we deserve – and we succeed because we have 

earned death. 

 

Our trust has been misplaced. And our anxiety grows. But 

God in his lavish and overwhelming love gives us the gifts 

of his kingdom. It is to be God’s kingdom, not ours; God’s 

righteousness, not our pride or efforts. God, “who did not 

spare his own Son but gave him up for us all” (Romans 

8:32), gives us the kingdom of his grace, mercy and 

forgiveness. 

 

God’s Son, Jesus, took a cross, the load of our sin, and 

cruel death to free us from anxiety and to relieve us from 

the burden of trying to play king of our own kingdoms. 

Through Christ’s death and resurrection we have been 

made children of God and inheritors of the kingdom of 

God. 

 

We have been given what we could never hope to earn. 

We can trust that God will be with us no matter what we 

face, even death. We can trust that our Lord will provide 

for us. Our future is never in doubt. Thus we are freed to 

live without anxiety and share God’s love with the rest of 

the world. 

 

When the devil would make you anxious, recall the words 

of your Savior, “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your 

Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” 

 

Your Servant in Christ, 
Pastor Geier 
 

 

Thank You!   
 

Hastings Prescott Area Arts Council and Friends of LeDuc 

and Historic Hastings thank all those who volunteered and 

attended the July 9 Sanctuaries - Churches, Homes and 

Gardens Tour.  The feedback we received was very 

positive and we hope that those visitors will return again. 
 

Sincerely, 

Bert and Margaret Goderstad 
 

 
 

Dear Friends of St. Philip’s, 

What a surprise you gave us with your gift to our building 

fund.  We must secure land first which will be followed by 

a very practical metal building community/worship space.  

Maricopa Lutheran Church continues to grow and we 

want you to know how much your gift means to us!   
 

Thank you, 

Pastor Glenn 
 

 
 

This was my first year at camp and it was an awesome 

week!  I loved the canteen, cabin, ga  ga ball and the lake.  

I loved the songs “I Got the Joy” and “All in All”. 
 

Danielle Thurmes 

Age 8 

 

 

A huge Thank You to all who have made our grounds look 

great!  Your continuing efforts at weeding and such have 

not gone unnoticed.  Many people have mentioned to me 

how great we look!  Thanks again, 
 

Steve Wolverton and the Building and Grounds Committee 
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July 24, 2016 

Growing with Gordon! 
 

DO NOT GROW WEARY:  Galatians 6:9 says, "Let us 

not grow weary in well-doing, for in due season we shall reap, if 

we do not lose heart." Probably the worst enemy of 

enthusiasm is time. Human beings have a remarkable and 

sad capacity for getting tired of wonderful things.  We can 

all think of something we were enthusiastic about recently, 

but now the joy is faded. Our first day of vacation on the 

beach, the sunrise was breathtaking and made us so happy 

we could sing. But by the end of our stay we hardly 

noticed it anymore because other things challenged us.  

 

Vacationers get tired of sunsets, millionaires get tired of 

money, kids gets tired of toys, and Christians get tired of 

doing good. At first the excitement of teaching that 

Sunday School class was strong, but now you have grown 

weary of well-doing. The thrill is gone. At first you felt 

clean and strong in the Holy Spirit as you taught  the class, 

taught a Bible Study, led a small group, visited the 

newcomers, started reading the Bible, working helping 

someone in need. . . but now you have grown weary in 

well-doing. The inner power and joy have seeped away. 

It's a chore. You may have lost heart. 

 

What often happens is we get busy and overwhelmed and 

the joy of serving gets lost in the busyness and we may 

become weary.  Our Lord never intended us to be so 

busy that we become weary in well-doing.  He provided 

for us a weekly rest so that we would be empowered to 

keep on keeping on but not to being so tired we can 

hardly hold our heads up. 

 

The new school year is right around the corner and there 

is much we have planned before everything starts up again.  

August will be very full and we will pack as much in as we 

can before the start of everything.  Take time to rest as 

well as having more fun than you thought possible.  Take 

time to allow the Holy Spirit fill you up so that you not 

become weary in well-doing!  May the Lord bless you in all 

you do for Christ’s sake. 

 

Be God’s! 
 

Gordon Gathright 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- AMONG OUR OWN - 

 

Congratulations to… 

Jocelyn Marie Schroeder (daughter of Joseph and 

Veronica (Johnson) Schroeder) blessings on her baptism. 

Richard Keith Michael Johnson (son of Matthew and 

Diana Johnson) blessings on his baptism. 

Keegan Joshua Retterath (son of Joshua and Chelsey 

Retterath) blessings on his baptism. 

Dan and Sarah Campbell (son of Wayne and Gladys 

Campbell) blessings on the birth of their son Henning 

Forrest Campbell, born July 21. 

Todd and Jennifer Herber on their 20th wedding 

anniversary on August 3. 

Craig and Amy Mares on their 15th wedding 

anniversary on August 5. 

Al and Gail Carstensen on their 35th wedding 

anniversary on August 8. 

Andy and Lyn Rubel on their 25th wedding anniversary 

on August 10. 

Scott and Tiffany Stewart on their 10th wedding 

anniversary on August 12. 

Paul and Karen Swanstrom on their 51st wedding 

anniversary on August 14. 

Gary and Marge Evenson on their 58th wedding 

anniversary August16. 

Chad and Kara Terhark on their 15th wedding 

anniversary on August 18. 

Ronald and Crystal Stock on their 5th wedding 

anniversary on August 20. 

Earl and Kathy Stockman on their 52nd wedding 

anniversary August 22. 

Eric and Jennifer Dorschner on their 15th wedding 

anniversary on August 23. 

Jeffrey and Brenda Rossow on their 15th wedding 

anniversary on August 24. 

Bob and Linda Brommer on their 52nd wedding 

anniversary on August 29. 

 

 

 
Jim and Jeanne Cowee 

3505 Red Wing Blvd. 

Hastings, Minnesota 

 

Lance and Lois Twedt 

8693 Collin Way 

Inver Grove Heights, Minnesota 

 

 

 

 

 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal%206.9
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Teen Talk   
 

“Remember that the Lord is great and awesome.”  

 Nehemiah 4:14b 

 

At one time I thought some kids just ‘knew’ how to 

manage and care for those younger than them. I think of 

my own childhood—we were always around cousins 

and neighbor kids. Being with kids and managing kids 

was something we just did. Or so I thought. I was 

talking to my mom about this and she laughed—yes, we 

were exposed to kiddos younger than ourselves right 

from the start, but there was a good bit of training 

going on, even if we didn’t realize it at the time.  

 

My aunts taught us about different styles of parenting—

one who loved crafts and cranked the music as often as 

she could, one who ignored everything but blood, and one 

who loved to quietly read to us if we’d just sit still. The 

uncles taught us about games and fair play, and how a 

canoe trip wasn’t a canoe trip until a canoe tipped over. 

The neighborhood grandmas taught us patience and how 

special it is to have someone truly listen about the big and 

little things. The grandpas let us play with power tools—

and never let us lose a finger.  

 

A church family has the opportunity to be this network of 

knowledge for our young people. Our kiddos of all ages 

watch us, and good or bad, emulate what they see. At 

Vacation Bible School, our youth had the opportunity to 

work with kids from ages 3 to 11. They were also working 

with adults who had experience working with kids. What I 

love about our big kids—they want to learn. They want to 

do their absolute best—they want to make a difference in 

a world that is big and can be scary. Our youth made me 

so incredibly proud. They asked questions. They tried new 

things. They did not always ‘get’ what they needed to do 

from the start, but they kept on trying. And our 

adults…they let them try. They let them brainstorm and 

fail—always in a safe place where there was an 

opportunity to try again and success was found often.  

 

All of these things were huge reminders of our great and 

awesome God. Our Father gave us family for the purpose 

of support, love, learning, and more! Using our family to 

train and teach our young ones how to train and teach 

and love…that is so great and awesome.  
 

All the best,  

Stephanie Becken  

Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministries  

 

 

 

New Staff  Updates… 
We are accustomed to seeing John Diischer in our 

sanctuary sound booth.  He has put in countless hours as 

a volunteer.  Now, the Worship and Music Team is very 

pleased to say that he has 

been hired as our official 

Sound Board Technician.  

His duties include 

programming all of the 

audio visual for services, 

developing slides which 

we all enjoy seeing on 

the sanctuary screens, 

dealing with maintenance 

issues, a budget, the 

training and scheduling of 

volunteers, and more.  As a staff member, he will be 

available to support all of the ministries of St. Philip’s. 

 

After a long search 

process, we are 

pleased to 

introduce Stephen 

Hilding, the newest 

member of the 

music staff at St. 

Philip's! Stephen's 

responsibilities will 

include planning 

worship and music for the 10:30 am service, and leading 

the Praise Band. Stephen will be completing his final year 

of seminary training this fall, having just returned from an 

internship in Arizona. We are very pleased to welcome 

Stephen to St. Philip's and look forward to working with 

him!   We also look forward to meeting his wife Annie. 

 

 

SHARING AND CARING HANDS – Watch the 

kiosk for the August menu for Sharing and Caring Hands.  

St. Philip’s will be serving on Saturday, August 13.  

 

 

JOIN THE 500 CARD CLUB.  

The group plays the second Saturday 

of the month (September-May, 

excluding December) at 6:30 pm.  

Couples and singles are welcome.  

Please call Pat Kohn at 651-428-

6065.  Sign up on the kiosk. 
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WHAT DO WE DO IN THE SUMMER? Summer is 

the perfect time to delve deeper 

into the Bible with a sermon 

series. 

 

Who put this together? The 

narrative lectionary was initiated 

by Professors Rolf Jacobson and 

Craig Koester of Luther 

Seminary, in partnership with 

congregations across North 

America. The experiment began 

in 2010 and continues to grow. 

 

Why create this lectionary? Though the Revised Common 

Lectionary has united the church in its reading of scripture 

and has given much-needed structure, it doesn’t present 

scripture -- especially the Old Testament -- in a way that 

helps people to become fluent in the first language of faith. 

The narrative lectionary is an attempt to take nine months 

to do just that. 

 

 

NEW HOME FOR WORSHIP ITEMS - The altar 

banners made by St. Philip’s members that hung in the old 

sanctuary have been donated to the Church of God in 

Christ in St. Paul. The former Christ Candle with 

attachable Advent wreath was recently sold to Elmwood 

Evangelical Free Church in St. Anthony Village. Their 

pastors, on behalf of their congregations, expressed their 

gratitude for these items, which will now adorn their 

sanctuaries. Our new Christ Candle, purchased at the end 

of 2015, also has an attachable Advent wreath that will be 

used for the first time this year. 
 

 

ARE THESE 

BOYS OLD 

ENOUGH?  

Not quite!  

Ellen Diischer, 

Director of 

Music is looking 

for men to join 

the adult choir 

this fall.  If you 

are in high 

school or older, 

please consider 

singing with the 

Sanctuary 

Choir!  They 

meet every Wednesday evening from 7:10 – 8:15 pm and 

sing one Sunday each month. 

 

SINCE YOU ASKED. . .     

What is the narrative lectionary? The narrative 

lectionary is a four-year cycle of readings. On the Sundays 

from September through May each year the texts follow 

the sweep of the biblical story, from Creation through the 

early Christian church. 
 

The texts show the breadth and variety of voices within 

Scripture. They invite people to hear the stories of 

Abraham and Sarah, Moses and the prophets, Jesus, and 

Paul. Listening to the many different voices within 

Scripture enriches preaching and the life of faith. 
 

This year St. Philip’s Lutheran Church will begin using the 

Narrative Lectionary on September 11 at both services.  

What are the readings?  
 

The texts include the major episodes in Scripture. They 

are arranged in a narrative sequence to help people see 

Scripture as a story that has coherence and a dynamic 

movement: 

 From September to mid-December the preaching 

texts begin with the early chapters of Genesis, 

move through the stories of Israel’s early history, 

the exodus, the kings, prophets, exile, and return. 

 From Christmas to Easter there is sustained 

reading of one of the four gospels 

 From Easter to Pentecost the texts are chosen 

from Acts and Paul’s letters. 
 

Why these readings? Texts were selected that lead well to 

the proclamation of what God is doing. The stories tell of 

hope and disappointment, suffering and redemption. In all 

these varied contexts, we find God dealing with the 

complexities of human life. Stories from the gospels differ 

each year, avoiding repetition and highlighting what is 

distinctive about each gospel’s telling of the story of Jesus. 
 

The Church Year helped to shape the flow of the 

narrative lectionary. Old Testament readings move 

through the story of God’s dealings with Israel and 

culminate in Advent with the prophets who speak of 

longing and hope. Readings from the gospels fit the 

movement from Christmas and Epiphany to the 

Transfiguration, Ash Wednesday, Holy Week and Easter. 

Selections from the book of Acts and Paul’s letters trace 

the outward movement of the resurrection message, 

culminating on Pentecost with readings focusing on the 

Spirit. 
 

How does it work in worship? Many churches find it 

helpful to read only one lesson each Sunday — Old 

Testament texts in the fall and New Testament texts from 

Christmas through Pentecost.  

 

THANKS FOR ASKING! 

http://www.narrativelectionary.org/
http://www.narrativelectionary.org/
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SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION 

AVAILABLE SOON! Check online or near the 

education bulletin board near the old sanctuary to get 

signed up for Sunday School.  St. Philip’s is completely 

supplementing the Sunday School costs this year, making 

the program absolutely free. Please sign up early, as 

classes are forming quickly and we need to get our 

teachers in place for a great year of fun and learning. 
 

 

CONFIRMATION UPDATE - It has been great to 

hear all the faith statements from our tenth grade 

confirmands in worship this summer!  They have shared 

their faith and how the Lord is growing their faith, as well 

as how it impacts their daily lives.  It has been a gift to 

hear them share.  We have more faith statements coming 

each Sunday in August. 
 

On Wednesday evening, August 31, at 6:30 pm, the 7th 

through 9th grade confirmation students will be meeting 

for registration and orientation for the new year.  We 

encourage parents and students to attend this gathering so 

you can sign up for a host of opportunities as we begin.  

Questions? please talk with Pastor Gordon or Stephanie. 
 

 

LEARN…WITH PURPOSE. While on the Senior High 

Mission Trip to Chicago, the phrase “with purpose” came 

up often. Walk with purpose (oh my goodness, the drivers 

were crazy). Pray with purpose. This year, the education 

programs are focusing on purpose, starting out in 

September with Learn with Purpose. Learning about God’s 

great love gives us the power to do what Jesus asked 

when he commissioned his people to go out and make 

disciples, baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit. Learning with the purpose of passing on 

the information, and also learning with the purpose of 

letting ourselves be changed to reflect God’s love are big 

jobs. 
 

 

BIBLE READINGS THIS MONTH. You are 

encouraged to engage in weekly sermon preparation.  

Your worship experience can be greatly enhanced by 

reading and studying the scripture lessons in advance.  

Take the time to read ahead and see how God's Word 

speaks to you. 
  

August 7 August 14 

Genesis 15:1-6 Jeremiah 23:23-29 

Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 Hebrews 11:29-12:2 

Luke 12:32-40 Luke 12:49-56 
 

August 21 August 28 

Isaiah 58:9b-14 Proverbs 25:6-7 

Hebrews 12:18-29 Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 

Luke 13:10-17 Luke 14:1, 7-14 

WANTED – SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS.  It’s 

that time again—time to start setting up the Sunday 

School rooms for loving education. The curriculum 

binders are together, crayons are ready, the supply closet 

is getting organized and starting September 18, we’ll have 

students from age 3 up to 6th grade ready to learn about 

God’s great love. You can be part of the fun! 
 

Frequently Asked Questions: 
 

Isn’t it a huge commitment? I’m in choir and I’m a worship 

coordinator…I can’t be there every Sunday.  
 

Being a Sunday School teacher is a big commitment, 

because you become someone special to the kiddos you 

teach. You’ll think about them on days other than Sunday. 

You’ll pray for them and maybe even attend their choir 

concert during the school year. However, being a Sunday 

School teacher does not have to be an every Sunday 

commitment. We take logical breaks in the calendar year. 

Also, there are substitutes ready to step in as needed. 

Team-teaching has been a huge success the last few 

years—find a friend and teach together—you’ll have a 

built in substitute for the days you are double booked or 

need to be out of town. 
 

I’ve never taught before—shouldn’t a teacher do this? 
 

Imagine teaching students Monday through Friday…and 

then Sunday morning as well. We have an abundance of 

quality educators at St. Philip’s, and come Sunday morning, 

many would rather take a different worship responsibility 

than teaching. However, they have been invaluable 

resources in putting together curriculum and training.  

You do not need formal training to teach Sunday school. 

You will receive some training, however, so you can feel 

comfortable with your classroom. Experienced teachers 

are often paired up with new teachers—it’s a great way to 

grow together. 
 

I did my time as a Sunday school teacher—why not just have 

the parents teach? 
 

Lots of parents do teach. 80% of our teachers have a child 

currently in Sunday school, whether they teach their own 

child or not. Parents are often wonderful teachers. There 

is something special, however, when someone outside of 

the parent-pool of volunteers teaches. Different 

generations have different voices, different strengths, and 

different connections within the church family. Having a 

grandpa in the room gives different energy to the 

education experience. Having two grandpas in the 

room…it hasn’t happened in a while, but it would be a 

wonderful way to share knowledge. 
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HISTORY OF GARAGE AND PLANT SALES 

FINANCIAL SUCCESS 

(Earmarked for the ministries within the general fund) 

2004 -- $4600 

2005 -- $6100 

2006 -- $6750 

2007 -- $10,890 

2008 -- $11,102 

2009 -- $14,100 

2010 -- $13,050  

2011 -- $16,545  

2012 -- $15,494 

2013 -- no sale (expansion) 

2014 -- $17,522 

2015 -- $17,042 

2016 -- $17,300 (with + $250 pending) 

Grand Total -- $150,495 over twelve sales  
 

The last Garage and Plant Sale is projected to have been 

the highest in net proceeds.   While the financial results of 

doing the sale has its obvious benefit to ministry, the 

residual rewards of relationship building, and the 

demonstration of good that can come out of a family of 

believers working together to His glory becomes the 

lasting motivator.   
 

Besides a sound reputation of a good sale being built, our 

main advantage took hold when we were able to have the 

furniture tent, compliments of Gary and Alice McDougall.  

 

 

STAFF HIGH JINKS 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EARLY IN JULY we 

closed the books on 

June financials.  The 

Finance Team is happy 

to recap the following 

details. 

 

General and Miscellaneous Funds Year to Date 

   Actual 

 Actual      Budget      Last Year  

Income YTD $263,605 $267,368 $258,658 

Expenses YTD $236,141 $269,822 $228,364 

Over (short) YTD $27,464 ($2,455) $30,294 

 

Capital Fund YTD $78,668 $90,000 $90,586

  

Where does all the money go after it is placed in the 

offering plate?  Here are a few highlights from the month 

of June: 

 20 of our students enjoyed an out-of-doors 

experience at Green Lake Camp 

 10 high school students grew in their faith while on a 

mission trip to Chicago 

 Pastors made multiple hospital, nursing home and 

follow up visits 

 Pastor Geier enjoyed two weeks of vacation shared 

between Northern California and Southeastern 

Kansas  

 With 3-year mortgage campaign half complete, we are 

on target for pledged amount but behind on budget 

total 
 

Thank you for your generous support in the ministry of St. 

Philip’s. 

 

 

FOODSHARE WILL BEGIN LATER THIS 

MONTH!  Watch for 

details on the beginning date 

for our annual FoodShare 

program.  FoodShare is an 

opportunity for gardeners to 

share the abundance from 

their garden with others.  You do not need to bring food 

to take food home – it is open to all.  It is a way to share 

“God’s Gifts from the Ground”.  A table will we set up 

inside the church’s main entrance where you may donate 

and/or pick up the food you will use and will continue until 

our gardens are done for the year.  The program is 

sponsored by the Caring Ministries Team of St. Philip’s. 

 

Volunteer are needed to help man the table on Sundays.  

If you would be interested in helping sign up on the kiosk 

or contact the office. 

Oh look, my door 

is covered in 

beautiful Post-It 

Notes… 
 

STEPHANIE!!! 
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It all started with a request from a group of excited girls—can we go to Chicago? They have heavy metal 

churches and we want to see one! 
 

Unfortunately, the heavy metal churches of Chicago no longer met when I researched them, but Chicago 

was still a go!  June 23-26, Pastor Gordon and I packed up 10 youth and headed for Chicago. Ellie Barker, 

Levi Evans, Dominick Kaphing, Miranda Hanson, Lydia Carda, Grace Wurgler, Jacob Sobiech, Claire Glade, 

Sydni Nelson, and Riley Zietlow all participated in the mission-centered trip. We adventured, learned, 

prayed, served, and played for three days straight. A few of our service tasks included shopping and 

planning for feeding 80 people—including going out under bridges to feed the homeless. We helped a 

struggling ELCA church, providing them with items they needed for future worship and fundraising tasks, 

and also helping them around their church home with things that needed to be done. We laughed with 

them. We loved them.  
 

We also spent time at the ELCA national headquarters where we learned about the different aspects of 

ministry—meeting global leaders who work with others to change the world—the WORLD. The idea that 

the ELCA is a cute little church in the Midwest was totally obliterated as we learned about the service 

going on in other countries, and how the efforts of ELCA Lutherans in developing countries has changed 

the social policies there, providing pathways to peace and education for all.  
 

We stayed with a wonderful family—Pastors Kristian and Anna-Kari Johnson hosting us with their family—Hope, 

Emanuel, and Xavior. They were kind, loving leaders who provided support and encouragement every step of the 

way. They wanted our kids to have a meaningful time in Chicago, and loved them before they even met.  
 

Prayer was at the center of everything we did. How many times did we pray in Chicago? I honestly couldn’t tell 

you, but the number would be in the hundreds at least. We prayed at meals, at the school, before service, after 

service, with the homeless, with the struggling, while we laughed, while we thought about the world around us—

prayer was on every lip and in every heart.  
 

The mission trip to Chicago made a few things very clear to me. 1—I would take these kids anywhere. They were 

respectful, kind hearted, curious, and fun. 2—the world is scary, but there is so much good. I found it hard 

sometimes, not to be over protective of the youth, but at every turn, I was reminded that God is good and 

overwhelmingly, so are His people. 3—a playground is the great equalizer. Pilgrim Lutheran Church and Schools 

(where we stayed) had a small playground we enjoyed every day. We needed to play together, and every second 

spent at that playground was well spent and important.  
 

Thank you for supporting our youth in ministry.  
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MARY FISCHER MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP   

Applications are being taken from July 1-August 6 for the 

2016-17 Mary Fischer Memorial Scholarship.  A $500 one-

time scholarship gift will be awarded to a female St. Philip’s 

student attending a post secondary school in the 

upcoming year.  The scholarship is given in Mary’s 

memory by the Mary Fischer family to a student who 

demonstrates a high level of academic, religious and 

community-oriented commitment. 
 

Applications are available in the church office with more 

details. 

 

 

VIA DE CRISTO RETREAT - Via De Cristo 

(translated "The Way of Christ") is a full 3 days of retreat 

for adults seeking spiritual growth.  You'll enjoy many lay 

and pastoral speakers, music, fellowship, and have fun -- all 

the while being blessed with a mountain of food-for-

thought.  You'll find that the Via De Cristo experience 

enhances your awareness of living in God's love and grace! 

 

The Via De Cristo Lutheran retreat begins on a Thursday 

night and runs through Sunday afternoon.  Run similar to a 

"church lock-in" the participants eat (special diets 

accommodated) and sleep (cots provided) at the host 

church.  Held three times annually in the metro area at 

varied locations two weekends are usually scheduled in 

succession.  The first weekend is scheduled for men.  The 

following weekend is scheduled for women.  The next set 

of retreats will be held at St. Stevens Lutheran Church in 

West St. Paul. The men's retreat runs Thursday evening, 

September 22 - Sunday afternoon, September 25.   The 

women's retreat runs Thursday evening September 29 - 

Sunday afternoon, October 2. 

 

You will value, we guarantee, what you learn and 

experience through the Via De Cristo program. Our lives 

and understandings of God's loving nature have grown 

immensely. The Via De Cristo community looks forward 

to sharing our stories with you.  We know you'll be glad 

you came!  More information is available on the St. Philip's 

hallway bulletin board, by contacting Paul or Carol Hellen 

(437-1702) or any member who has previously attended 

the weekend retreat.    

   

 

LOOKING TOWARD SEPTEMBER… 

September 4:  Blessing of the Backpacks 

September 6:  Early Learning Center T-TH begins 

September 7:  Early Learning Center M-W-F begins 

 7-8-9 Confirmation Begins 6:30 pm 

September 11:  Rally Day 

 Worship at 8:30 and 10:30 am begins 

 Sunday School at 9:35 am begins 

ANNUAL PIE AND ICE CREAM AT HISTORIC 

LEDUC, SUNDAY, AUGUST 14 - St. Philip's enjoys 

its long tradition of providing homemade pie and ice 

cream plus a few brownies and soda for concert goers 

behind the Historic LeDuc.  The date this year is Sunday, 

August 14, with the donated pies ready for purchase at 6 

pm and the music at 6:30 pm. This is an outdoor concert 

where people bring their own portable chair. In case of 

rain the concert and pie is offered at St. Luke’s Episcopal 

Church along Vermillion Street on the east side. 

 

The proceeds of this fundraiser go to Lutheran Social 

Service of MN, our own agency for the needy and lonely, 

for veterans, the disabled, adoption, disaster relief and 

much more. 

 

St. Philip's lists LSS of MN as one of its agencies of 

outreach in its 

budget. 1% of 

giving is 

dedicated to LSS 

every year. St. 

Philip's is an 

ambassador 

congregation 

which means it 

prayerfully and 

through resources gives regular support to its state-wide 

ways of helping the "neighbor in need".  

 

Homemade pies and two pans of brownies are being 

solicited on the 

sign-up sheet on 

the kiosk. Set up 

and serving help is 

also needed. Any 

kind of pie is 

accepted with fruit 

pies perhaps the 

most popular. One 

or two pies per donor greatly appreciated.  

 

Questions may be directed to Glenda Schnirring, 

gleners@embarqmail.com or 437-6246.  

 

 
WORSHIP COORDINATORS - The worship 

coordinators will be meeting to do their next scheduling 

on August 21 at 9:30 am at the Welcome Center. If you 

like to serve “behind the scenes” this is an opportunity for 

you. Anyone who might be interested in joining our team, 

please contact Jay or Becky Raimann (437-7175) to get 

more information. 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2016 

 

God’s Love -- Awesome!  This year's Vacation Bible 

School theme was the Surf Shack with the Nehemiah 

verse "Remember that the Lord is great and awesome." 

Over 80 kids from community of Hastings and beyond 

joined together for a wonderful week of learning, worship, 

and fellowship fun. We met Monday through Thursday 

with an all-star line-up of volunteers including many 

confirmation students, a few graduating seniors and loving 

adults who kept us all running smoothly. Big undertakings 

like VBS are time consuming and exhausting -- but so 

worth it. The songs started quiet, but by the end of the 

week, there was no doubt the kids had learned -- our God 

is great and awesome! They learned that only God 

deserved all the praise and love. They learned that 

through life's storms, God is the constant and the calm. 

Many seeds were planted, and so much fun was had. 

Thank you to all who donated, participated, volunteered, 

prayed for, and supported our amazing week of Vacation 

Bible School. This community ministry shines God's love 

to many.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Minnow Races 

Mascot - Snappy the Crab 

(the hand puppet!) 

Sunday Morning VBS Singing 

VBS Youth and Volunteers 

Marge Peterson leading an activity 
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ST. PHILIP’S STAFF 

Gregory Geier, Senior Pastor 

   pastorgeier@splchastings.org 

Gordon Gathright, Ministry Associate 

   pastorgordon@splchastings.org 

Lista Klocow, Office Manager 

   listak@splchastings.org 

Ellen Diischer, Music Director 

   ellend@splchastings.org 

Stephen Hilding, Praise Music Worship Leader 

 stephenh@splchastings.org 

John Bergland, Business Manager 

   johnb@splchastings.org 

Kim Sill, ELC Director 

 kims@splchastings.org 

Stephanie Becken, Director of Children, Youth 

and Family Ministries 

   stephanieb@splchastings.org 

John Diischer, Sound Board Technician 

 johnd@splchastings.org 

Noreen Swanson, Organist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. PHILIP’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1401 West 15th Street  

Hastings, Minnesota 

651-437-6541 

www.splchastings.org 

 

ST. PHILIP’S EARLY LEARNING CENTER 

www.spelcpreschool.com  

 

 
Church Office Hours: 

Monday - Thursday:  9:00 am – 4:30 pm 

Friday:  9:00 am - 2:00 pm 

 

Summer Worship Schedule: 

Sundays at 9:30 am 

Fellowship Time Before and After Service 

Holy Communion the first three Sundays of the 

month  
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